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Press release
The CIViS Project Recognized by the Quebec Association of Police Chiefs for Its
Innovative Approach to Sexual Violence Intervention

Longueuil, June 9, 2025 — The Longueuil Agglomeration Police Service (SPAL) received a
certificate of recognition from the Association des directeurs de police du Québec (ADPQ) for its
role in the CIViS project — the Centre de services intégrés en violence sexuelle — during the
ADPQ’s annual conference in Riviére-du-Loup.

This recognition highlights the intersectoral collaboration carried out over the past two years,
coordinated by La Traversée in partnership with the CAVAC de la Montérégie and the SPAL.
Together, they offer individuals affected by sexual violence an integrated, compassionate, and
effective response.

A Groundbreaking Model in Quebec

CIViS is an innovative intervention model — the first of its kind in Quebec — that brings together,
under one roof, psychosocial, psychotherapeutic, legal, judicial, and now socio-professional

services.

Its goal is to reduce service fragmentation, streamline care pathways, and lighten the burden for
victims of sexual violence, regardless of age or gender.

Tangible Results
Since its launch:

e 86% of those supported have received mental health care from La Traversée
e 42% of cases are jointly managed with a police service

e Support pathways are more coordinated, responsive, and tailored to each individual's
needs

e Over 150 people benefit annually from CIViS services in the Longueuil area and across
the Montérégie region
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“This recognition granted to SPAL by the ADPQ highlights the importance of building bridges
across sectors. CIViS proves that a different model is possible — one that is centred on the victim,
grounded in trust, and shaped by a shared vision of care.”

— Christine Vilcocq, Executive Director, La Traversée

A Structured and Committed Partnership
CIViS is built on a truly interdisciplinary collaboration between three co-leads:

¢ La Traversée, a trauma-informed mental health organization, coordinates the project and
provides psychotherapy and psychosocial support services tailored to victims of sexual violence.

¢ The CAVAC de la Montérégie, with 15 service points, supports crime victims through a
multidisciplinary team offering psychosocial and sociojudicial assistance.

¢ The SPAL, through its dedicated sexual offences unit (20 sergeants and detective
lieutenants), plays an active role in the project, conducting interviews directly in La Traversée’s
on-site investigative rooms. In 2023, 65% of those interviewed in these spaces were minors.

Surrounding this core team, more than 30 community partners contribute to victim support,
enabling a coordinated, safe, and respectful approach.

A cross-sectoral steering committee oversees the project’'s governance and ensures ongoing
collaboration.

A Recognition That Inspires Us to Go Even Further—Together.

For more information or to schedule an interview:
Karine Cloutier

Director of Communications and Philanthropy

La Traversée

communications@latraversee.ca

latraversee.qc.ca



